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May 10, 2006

MEMORANDUM FOR:  

Maxine Woodland, Team Lead






ELRG/OHRM/ITA

FROM:



Donald Businger






Vice President -- AFSA

SUBJECT:
Notification of Change in Assignment and Tour of Duty Policy – AFSA has no Concerns on this Change

AFSA fully supports the determination by the Assistant Secretary for Trade Promotion and Director General of the U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service that the Director of the Advocacy Center will be an Assignments Panel member when Advocacy/MDB positions are under consideration by the panel. Reference your memo dated April 20 providing the specific changes or revisions to the Assignment and Tours of Duty policy found in Subchapter 100-1 of the Foreign Service Personnel Management Manual, as well as the clarification of ODO’s participation in the process.

AFSA notes that due to the recent reorganization of both GTP and TPP under ODO the two officer “positions” (currently encumbered by Messrs. Thurwachter and Reese, respectively) in those units, while not strictly foreign service positions, should fall under the ODO DAS’s purview and hence assignment panel voting rights, and we ask that you so inform the new incumbent Ms. Litkenhaus. We trust that you will also inform the CDAS (Rebecca Armand), Nancy Kripner, and Messrs. Dan Bloom and Richard Ryan of the Advocacy Center of our support and understanding for this change, as well as the other members of the Assignments Panel (Messrs. Pearson and Hale of MAS and MAC, respectively).

Please consider this as AFSA’s notification in accordance with the CBA that we do not repeat not request any bargaining on the impact and implementation of this change as presented and understood.

Cc:  Sharon Papp/James Yorke (by email)


Will Center (by email)


