REFLECTIONS

Pole who ever immigrated to the
United States, and not only be-
cause I have a three-letter last name.

I was born in Warsaw on Jan. 23,
1938, and escaped to the United
States with my family during the blitz-
krieg. Knowing several languages, I
dreamed of a diplomatic career. But
upon graduation from college, I pro-
ceeded to flunk the State Depart-
ment orals and ended up working for
30 years in the Treasury Department
and on Wall Street.

In 1990, the U.S. created a fund to
jump-start private enterprise in the
new Poland. At the time, I was the
only white-haired investment banker
in captivity who spoke Polish, and was
chosen to be on the board of the fund.
Three years later Bill Clinton nominat-
ed me to be ambassador to Poland.

Sending me to Warsaw was like
sending Geoffrey Chaucer to the
Court of St. James: I am a direct de-
scendant of the father of Polish litera-
ture, Nicholas Rey (Mikolaj Rej, 1505-
1569), the first poet to write in Polish
and not Latin.

After T presented my letters to
President Lech Walesa in December
1993, my wife and I took up front-row
seats on history. Poland’s democracy
and free enterprise system were con-
solidating. Moreover, Poland’s security

I am probably the most fortunate
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the Republic of Poland from 1993 to
1997.

The Lucky Pole

By NicHOLAS REY

Were it not for Amb.
Biddle, I certainly would
not be an American
today, let alone one of
his successors.

P

was assured for the first time in its
1,000-year history when the country
was invited to join NATO in July 1997.

As ambassador I had two equal
challenges. The first was to convince
the Poles that the U.S. truly did view
Polands security as a high priority. In
the eyes of most Poles, the U.S. had let
the country down after World War II:
“Roosevelt sold us down the river at
Yalta and he was a Democrat. Why
should we trust Clinton?” My other
task was to move them to do the things
they needed to do to ensure that they
would be cemented into Western
structures, particularly NATO.

Given the times and the things I
had to say, I ran a serious risk of being
accused of replacing the Soviet (Rus-
sian) ambassador as Big Brother. But
my Polish ancestry allowed me to
speak not as an American but as
Mikolaj Rej. Talking one Pole to an-
other made it a lot easier to speak can-
didly, whether in public or telling Pres.
Walesa he needed to fire his top mili-
tary man and take a whole new ap-
proach to civilian control of the military.

But these were not the only reasons
for my great good fortune, as I came to
learn when I returned on home leave.
My then-87-year-old aunt described to
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me how my family had actually es-
caped Warsaw on Sept. 5, 1939, and it
blew my mind. She told me she had
known the American ambassador at
the time, Anthony J. Drexel Biddle Jr.,
socially. When our family decided to
leave, she asked him if she could bor-
row some gas for our car. He said he,
too, was leaving, and invited our fami-
ly to join his motorcade.

The next morning they discovered
Amb. Biddle and his people trying to
camouflage his canary-yellow Cadillac
convertible. My aunt recounted help-
ing to drape pine bows over it. The
group then drove south to Romania,
dodging stukas (dive bombers) all the
way. So, were it not for Biddle, I cer-
tainly would not be an American today,
let alone one of his successors. Ironi-
cally, my picture was placed directly
under his in the embassys rogues’
gallery after I departed.

The team at Embassy Warsaw was
truly fabulous. I take great pride in the
fact that of the dozen senior FSOs who
served on my country team, five are
now ambassadors.

A week before my wife and Ileft, in
late October 1997, our friends the
Russian ambassador and his wife host-
ed us at an informal farewell dinner at
the former Soviet embassy. The other
guests were the German ambassador,
Poland’s foreign minister and their
wives. We joked and laughed and
enjoyed each others company that
night, truly appreciating that we were
witnesses to the end of the Cold War
and a millennium of Polish insecurity
— the fruit, in no small part, of 50
years of American foreign policy. W
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AFSPA, sponsor of the Foreign Service Benefit Plan,
Is pmud fo cjfer a dental choice —

CIGNA Dental & CIGNA International

CIGNA Dental is one of the largest providers of Dental Insurance in the USA with both
Dental HMO and Dental PPO. AFSPA members residing in the USA have a choice between
the DHMO and DPPO.

CIGNA DENTAL CARE (HMO)
» One of the largest Dental HMOs in the USA with over 21,000 Dentists in 38 states.

» Ease of use with no deductible to meet, no dollar maximums, no claim forms to file
and no waiting periods for coverage.

» Specialty care provided at the same fee as general care with referral approved for payment.

» Full array of comprehensive services, including Diagnostic / Preventive Care, Restorative,
& Major Services.

» Members are able to find a local dentist on the Internet.

CIGNA DENTAL PPO

» One of the largest Dental PPOs in the USA with over 62,000 Dentist in 48 states.
One-third of all dental offices in the USA are CIGNA DPPO network dentists.

» In-network discounts averaging 26%, Out-of-network benefits always available.

» No gatekeeper; members may visit a network specialist at any time.

» Benefits covered include Diagnostic / Preventive Care, Restorative, & Major Services.
» Members are able to find a local dentist on the Internet.

CIGNA International has over 30 years experience providing services exclusively for
expatriate benefit programs. AFSPA members on overseas assignment have the option to join
the CIGNA International Dental program.

» International Coverage with networks of over 20,000 providers in 150 countries
not including the USA. The largest expatriate Benefits Company worldwide.

» Global Access - Multilingual customer service — 24-hours — 365 days a year.
» Direct payment & settlement options.
» Claims processed in any languages and any currency.

» Reimbursements in most currencies, via check, direct deposit, bank wire or electronic
funds transfer.

» 90% of claims completed within 10 business days, at 99% accuracy.
» Benefits covered include Diagnostic / Preventive Care, Restorative, & Major Services Covered.
» Members are able to find a dentist in almost any country on the Internet.

One place for all your insurance needs when and where you need it.

AMERICAN For More Information:
ForeigN AMERICAN FOREIGN SERVICE PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION
SErVICE 1716 N Street, N.W. * Washington, DC 20036-2902

PROTECTIVE  PHONE: (202) 833-4910 + FAX: (202) 775-9082
ASSOCIATION E-MAIL: dental@afspa.org « WEB SITE: www.afspa.org
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this is your insurance plan.

The “all-risk” AFSA Insurance Plan.

Specifically designed for members of the American Foreign Service Association on active duty abroad.
With the coverage you get under the .5, Government Claims Act, if your furniture or personal items are lost
or destroyed, you could find yourself overseas and under covered. In fact, the government encourages
employees to buy private insurance, If you rely solely on the Claims Act, you may not adequately protect
personal articles like jewelry, furs and fine arts. You'll have no coverage if you're not on government
business. And, you'll have no coverage for personal liability,

Through the AF5A Plan, your insured possessions will be covered up to the limit of your choice. You can
insure yourself against personal liability, and you'll be covered whether on business or pleasure. Coverage
15 available at the same low rate, wherever you're assigned, worldwide, Can you afford to travel overseas
without this additional low-cost protection?

You have enough to worry about. Let us take care of your insurance. Send for your free brochure with

built-in application today. O, fax or call our AFSA Desk for immediate answers to your questions.

AFSA Desk, The Hirshorn Company

14 East H'ighlﬁ nd Avenue, F‘hilﬂdelphia, PA 1911E wnw, Wirsharn.com
Phone: 215-242-8200 or BOD-242-B271 = (U area; 202-457-0750 * Fax: 215-247-6366




