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19 / AMERICAN DIPLOMACY AND THE DEATH PENALTY

For a country that aspires to be a world leader in human
rights, the death penalty has become our Achilles’ heel.

By Harold Hongju Koh and Thomas R. Pickering

26 / THE DEATH PENALTY, AMERICA, AND THE WORLD

Many countries in Europe and elsewhere have abolished
the death penalty and are turning up the pressure on the

U.S. to do likewise.  But foreign views 
shouldn’t control American law. 

By Paul Rosenzweig

31 / INTERNATIONAL INFLUENCE ON THE
DEATH PENALTY IN THE UNITED STATES

The prospects for profound change in the death penalty
in the U.S. are stronger now than at any other time in this

important issue’s long and controversial history.  A new
concern for world opinion is part of the reason.

By Richard C. Dieter

39 / THE MYTH OF THE COWBOY

The picture many foreigners have of
America as a reckless, gun-totin’, cow-

boy nation that hands out the death
penalty willy-nilly is a false one.

By Greg Kane

43 / A DECENT RESPECT TO THE

OPINIONS OF MANKIND

America’s continuing attachment to
capital punishment puts us far out of

step with most of “the civilized world.”
By Paul P. Blackburn
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