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of the things the parties had been litigat-
ing over for the past 18 months before the
FSGB.  It further asserted that the employ-
ee was a “former member” of the Foreign
Service and claimed it was too late for him
to file a separate grievance over these mat-
ters.

AFSA Supports FS Grievant
The AFSA Governing Board believes

the State Department abused its discretion
in withdrawing the proposed separation
without the employee’s knowledge or
agreement, especially since the employee’s
resignation letter made clear that he wished
to continue with his grievance.  In addi-
tion, the FSGB’s decision was severely
flawed and contrary to federal case law and
its own precedents.  AFSA maintains that
Foreign Service employees should be
afforded the right to challenge procedur-
al violations committed during the revo-
cation of their security clearance, as well
as their separation for cause, before an
impartial tribunal, such as the Foreign
Service Grievance Board.  

Because the department’s procedural
maneuverings denied the employee these
fundamental rights, the AFSA Governing
Board unanimously agreed to seek rever-
sal of the Grievance Board’s decision and
pay the fees of private counsel.  

In February 2007, attorney Beth Slavet,
a former chair of the Merit Systems Pro-
tection Board, filed a motion for recon-
sideration with the Grievance Board seek-
ing reversal of its dismissal of the case.  As

stated above, in July, the FSGB granted the
motion for reconsideration, in part, and
ordered a hearing on the issue of whether
the employee’s resignation was voluntary
or was, in effect, a forced resignation or
“constructive discharge.”  

That hearing will likely occur this fall.
Should the employee prevail on this
issue, it is unclear whether the department
will be permitted to reinstate the propos-
al for separation for cause.  In any event,
this employee probably has a long legal bat-
tle ahead of him as he seeks justice before
the FSGB.   As this will be an expensive
proposition, AFSA is seeking contributions
from its members for this worthy cause.
See sidebar (p. 69).  �

New Hearing • Continued from page 69 AFSA maintains that 

Foreign Service employees should

be afforded the right to challenge

procedural violations committed

during the revocation of their

security clearance.

LEGAL SERVICES LEGAL SERVICES

ATTORNEY WITH 27 years’ successful
experience SPECIALIZING FULL-TIME IN FS
GRIEVANCES will more than double your
chance of winning: 30% of grievants win
before the Grievance Board; 85% of my
clients win.  Only a private attorney can ade-
quately develop and present your case,
including necessary regs, arcane legal doc-
trines, precedents and rules.  Call Bridget R.
Mugane at Tel: (301) 596-0175.  
E-mail: fsatty@comcast.net 
Free initial consultation.

EXPERIENCED ATTORNEYS REPRE-
SENTING FS officers in grievances, perfor-
mance, promotion and tenure, financial
claims, discrimination and disciplinary actions.
We represent FS officers at all stages of the
proceedings from an investigation, issuance
of proposed discipline or the initiation of a
grievance, through to a hearing before the
FSGB.  We provide experienced, timely and
knowledgeable advice to employees from
junior untenured officers through the Senior
FS, and often work closely with AFSA.
Kalijarvi, Chuzi & Newman.  
Tel: (202) 331-9260.  
E-mail: attorneys@kcnlaw.com

WILLS/ESTATE PLANNING by attorney
who is a former FSO.  Have your will reviewed
and updated, or new one prepared: No charge
for initial consultation. 
M. Bruce Hirshorn, Boring & Pilger, P.C.
307 Maple Ave. W, Suite D, Vienna, VA
22180. Tel: (703) 281-2161.
Fax: (703) 281-9464. 
E-mail: mbhirshorn@boringandpilger.com

LEGAL SERVICES

AFSA Meets with Diplomatic Security PDAS

A
FSA President John Naland, State Vice President Steve Kashkett and senior AFSA
staff members met with Diplomatic Security Bureau Principal Deputy Assistant
Secretary Greg Starr on Aug. 3.  They covered such topics as security for Foreign Service

members in Iraq and Afghanistan, including the security conditions in the Baghdad
International Zone and the upcoming move to the new embassy compound.  

DS gave an upbeat progress report on two longstanding issues: the out-of-date contact
reporting requirements and the security clearance suspension process.  DS expects to have
the final draft of a complete revision of the regulations concerning foreign contact report-
ing ready in the near future.  AFSA looks forward to having an opportunity to review and
comment on that final draft before it is incorporated into the Foreign Affairs Manual.  AFSA’s
relationship with DS encompasses a wide range of vital issues, and AFSA appreciates the
open lines of communication with the current DS leadership. �
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PROFESSIONAL TAX RETURN PREPA-
RATION: Thirty-five years in public tax prac-
tice.  Arthur A. Granberg, EA, ATA, ATP. Our
charges are $85 per hour.  Most FS returns
take 3 to 4 hours.  Our office is 100 feet from
Virginia Square Metro Station.  Tax Matters
Associates PC, 3601 North Fairfax Dr.,
Arlington, VA  22201.  Tel: (703) 522-3828.
Fax: (703) 522-5726. 
E-mail: aag8686@aol.com

ROLAND S. HEARD, CPA
•  U.S. income tax services
•  Practiced before the IRS

FIRST CONSULTATION FREE

1091 Chaddwyck Dr. 
Athens, GA  30606 

Tel/Fax:  (706) 769-8976
E-mail: RSHEARDCPA@bellsouth.net

WWW.ROLANDSHEARDCPA.COM

VIRGINIA M. TEST, CPA: Tax service spe-
cializing in Foreign Service/overseas con-
tractors.  Contact info: Tel: (804) 695-2939.
Fax: (804) 695-2958.  E-mail: vtest@aol.com

ATTORNEY, FORMER FOREIGN SER-
VICE OFFICER: Extensive experience with tax
problems unique to the Foreign Service.
Available for consultation, tax planning and
preparation of returns:
M. Bruce Hirshorn, Boring & Pilger, P.C.
307 Maple Ave. W, Suite D, Vienna, VA  22180.
Tel: (703) 281-2161.  
Fax: (703) 281-9464.
E-mail: mbhirshorn@boringandpilger.com

TEMPORARY HOUSINGTAX & FINANCIAL SERVICES TEMPORARY HOUSING

FREE TAX CONSULTATION: For over-
seas personnel.  We process returns as
received, without delay.  Preparation and rep-
resentation by Enrolled Agents.  Federal and
all states prepared.  Includes “TAX TRAX”
unique mini-financial planning review with rec-
ommendations.  Full planning available.  Get
the most from your financial dollar!  Financial
Forecasts Inc., Barry B. De Marr, CFP, EA,
3918 Prosperity Ave. #230, Fairfax, VA  22031
Tel: (703) 289-1167.  
Fax: (703) 289-1178.
E-mail: finfore@aol.com

WJD MANAGEMENT IS competitively
priced, of course.  However, if you are con-
sidering hiring a property management firm,
don’t forget the old saying, “You get what you
pay for.”  All of us at WJD have worked for
other property management firms in the past,
and we have learned what to do and, more
importantly, what not to do, from our expe-
riences at these companies.  
Tel: (703) 385-3600.
E-mail: information@wjdpm.com
Web site: www.wjdpm.com

WASHINGTON, D.C. or NFATC
TOUR? EXECUTIVE HOUSING CON-
SULTANTS offers Metropolitan Washington,
D.C.’s finest portfolio of short-term, fully fur-
nished and equipped apartments, town-
homes and single-family residences in
Maryland, D.C. and Virginia.

In Virginia: “River Place’s Finest” is steps
to Rosslyn Metro and Georgetown, and 15
minutes on Metro bus or State Department
shuttle to NFATC.  For more info, please call
(301) 951-4111, or visit our Web site at
www.executivehousing.com

SHORT-TERM RENTALS

TEMPORARY HOUSING

CORPORATE APARTMENT SPECIALISTS
Abundant experience working with Foreign
Service professionals and the locations to best
serve you: Foggy Bottom, Woodley Park,
Cleveland Park, Chevy Chase, Rosslyn, Ballston,
Pentagon City.  Our office is a short walk from
NFATC.  One-month minimum.  All furnishings,
housewares, utilities, telephone and cable 
included.  Tel: (703) 979-2830 or (800) 914-2802.
Fax: (703) 979-2813. 
E-mail: sales@corporateapartments.com
Web site: www.corporateapartments.com 

CAPITOL HILL, FURNISHED housing: 
1-3 blocks to Capitol.  Nice places, great loca-
tion.  Well below per diem.  Short term OK.  
Tel: (202) 544-4419. 
Web site: www.capitolhillstay.com

PIED-à-TERRE PROPERTIES, LTD:
Select from our unique inventory of fully fur-
nished & tastefully decorated apartments &
townhouses all located in D.C.’s best in-town
neighborhoods: Dupont, Georgetown, Foggy
Bottom & the West End.  Two-month mini-
mum. Mother-Daughter Owned and Operated.
Tel: (202) 462-0200.  Fax: (202) 332-1406. 
E-mail: info@piedaterredc.com
Web site: www.piedaterredc.com

OLD STONE HOUSE for rent in medieval
village in Languedoc, France.
E-mail: denmanic@optonline.net

FINANCIAL CONSULTANTS:  Kirkpatrick
and Eisen Group, RBC Dain Rauscher,
Washington, D.C.  For information, please con-
tact team member and retired FSO Stephen
Thompson at (202) 408-4563, or e-mail
stephen.thompson@rbcdain.com,  RBC Dain
Rauscher, Member NYSE/SIPC.

CAPITOL HILL FURNISHED APTS:
Great Eastern Market neighborhood.  Just
blocks to Metro and shops on Barracks Row.
Short/long-term rentals.  Everything included.
Tel: (202) 487-7843.
Web site: www.pettyjohnplace.com

CLOSE TO NFATC, ARLINGTON, VA.
Beautiful, expanded, upgraded 4-bedroom,
3.5-bath brick colonial 2 blocks from National
Foreign Affairs Training Center in Arlington.
Three finished levels.  Lower level perfect
nanny suite.  House: 2,000 square feet, Lot:
6,000 square feet, 2-story deck, TV room with
7.1 surround sound, gas fireplace, central
heat/air.  Great community (Barcroft) with
school, playgrounds.  Minutes to D.C.,
Pentagon.  FSBO Details: 
www.realestatebyownerinc.com, search by
MLS Number: AR6399076.  Sale: $749,000.
May consider short/long–term rental:
$3,100/month. 
E-mail: bassdd@mindspring.com

BOATER’S PARADISE - FURNISHED
RENTAL HOME ON THE WATER

Southern Maryland near Colton Point, Md.
House on the water off Clement’s Bay on
lower Potomac.  New dock in deep-water
cove.  One hour (non-rush) drive from Mall.
Commuter bus 12 miles away.  FSO owner
(Peter Kovach) used it as weekend house, but
occassionally commuted.  Contact Ron
Leonard.  Tel: (301) 862-2300 or (301) 904-
1303.  $1,600 a month.

HOME REPAIRS

MOVING TO NORTHERN VIRGINIA?
Would you like your house painted before you
arrive?  Wood floors refinished?  Bathrooms
updated?  Let Door2Door Designs get your
home in move-in condition.  We specialize in
working with Foreign Service families living
overseas.  Contact Nancy Sheehy for more infor-
mation.  Vist us at www.Door2DoorDesigns.com.
Tel:  (703) 244-3843
Fax:  (703) 938-0111
E-Mail:  Nancy@door2doordesigns.com
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REAL ESTATE TRANSPORTATION

BUSINESS CARDS PRINTED to State
Department specifications.  500 cards for as
little as $37.00!  Herron Printing & Graphics.
Tel: (301) 990-3100. 
E-mail: sales@herronprinting.com 

CRAVING GROCERIES FROM HOME?
Visit www.lowesfoodstogo.com.  We ship 
non-perishable groceries to you via the
Dulles mail-sorting facility or your choice of
shipping facility.  For more information, 
E-mail: lfscustomercare@lowesfoods.com

110 / 220 VOLT STORE
MULTI-SYSTEM ELECTRONICS

TRANSFORMERS/AVRS, Appliances,
Multi-System TV/DVD/VCRs, etc.

We ship APO, Dip Pouch, Despatch, and
Airfreight Worldwide

EMBASSY SHOWROOM
5810 Seminary Road

Falls Church, Virginia  22041
Tel: (703) 845-0800.

E-mail: embassy@embassy-usa.com 
WebCatalog:

www.shopembassyusa.com

BOOKS

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD: $1.25/word
(10-word minimum).  First 3 words bolded
free, additional bold text 75 ¢ / word.  Header
or box-shading $10 each.  We must receive
text at least 5 weeks ahead of publication. 

Bus. Mgr. Tel: (202) 719-9708.
Fax: (202) 338-8244. 
E-mail: classifieds@afsa.org 

PET MOVING MADE EASY. Club Pet
International is a full-service animal shipper
specializing in domestic and international trips.
Club Pet is the ultimate pet-care boarding
facility in the Washington Metropolitan area. 
Tel: (703) 471-7818 or (800) 871-2535. 
E-mail: dogman@clubpet.com
Web site: www.clubpet.com

ACTION PET EXPRESS Pet Relocation.
You do NOT need to use a “known shipper.”
TSA regulations do NOT apply to pet ship-
ping.  Tel: (703) 771-7442 or (888) 234-5028.
E-mail: info@actionpetexpress.com
Web site: www.actionpetexpress.com 

SARASOTA, FL. PAUL BYRNES, FSO
retired, and Loretta Friedman, Coldwell
Banker, combine vast experience in the cur-
rent "Buyer’s Market" in this lovely Gulf Coast
area with gracious living and no state income
tax.  Call (941) 377-8181 or e-mail Paul at
2byrnes@verizon.net or Loretta at 
lorbfried@msn.com.

SHOPPING

CHARLOTTESVILLE COUNTRY
PROPERTIES – Charlottesville:  “The Number
One Place to Live in America,” according to
Fromm's Travel Guide and USA Today.
Surprisingly affordable in an idyllic venue,
Charlottesville is only two hours south of
Washington, D.C.  If you have thought about
a rural or semi-rural setting for a second home
or retirement spot but don’t know how to get
started, contact Bill Martin (SFS, retired) for
help finding your place in the Virginia
Piedmont.  Bill can help you find a home, farm,
estate, raw acreage, and/or a reputable cus-
tom home builder to make your dreams come
true.  Tel: (434) 996-3726.
E-mail: bill@charlottesvillecountry.com
Web site: www.charlottesvillecountry.com

JOANN PIEKNEY/RE/MAX REALTORS:
Complete professional dedication to resi-
dential sales in Northern Virginia.  I provide
you with personal attention.  Over 25 years’
real estate experience and Foreign Service
overseas living experience.  JOANN PIEKNEY.  
Tel: (703) 624-1594.
Fax: (703) 757-9137.
E-mail: jpiekney@yahoo.com
Web site: www.movetonorthernvirginia.com

VACATION

GIFTS!   GIFT CARDS!
Shipped to pouch or stateside addresses.
Shop www.datgifts.com for great selections
of gifts, collectibles, home, garden and sea-
sonal decor.
$10, $25, $50 Gift Cards
Questions?  E-mail: datgifts@yahoo.com

WHAT DO THESE EMBASSIES
HAVE IN COMMON?

Baghdad, Moscow, Madrid, Amman,
Kabul, Panama City, Caracas, Beijing,

Warsaw, Doha, Seoul.  
Each has ordered multiple copies of Inside
a U.S. Embassy, a valuable outreach tool for
the Foreign Service.  Shouldn’t your embassy
have copies, too? 

Only $12.95.  Discounts available for quan-
tity orders.  Go to www.afsa.org/inside for
more information and to order, call 
(847) 364-1222 or fax (847) 364-1268.  
Send questions to embassybook@afsa.org.

LAND FOR SALE near Covington,
Virginia.  Lot sizes range from 10 to 25 acres
and are ready to build on.  Contact Steve at
Hartman Log Homes at (540) 371-6962 or
hartmanloghomes@yahoo.com.

TRANSPORTATION

HILLSBORO BEACH, FLORIDA.  Two-
bedroom, two-bath, ground-floor balcony
condo in oceanfront low-rise building.
Beachfront pool and underground parking.
Best-priced unit in the complex, $399,000.
Contact Pete Muller at East Ocean Realty.
Tel: (561) 254-8925.
E-mail: pmuller0911@aol.com 

EASTERN SHORE’S NEARBY GET-
AWAY Queenstown Inn B&B / Ivy Market
Café.  1 hour from D.C., short walk to Chester
River.  Romantic getaways, retreats, catered
events.  Minutes to Atlantic Golf and Prime
Outlets.  Present State Department ID for 10%
Discount!  Tel: (410) 827-3396/3397
Web Site: www.Queenstowninn.com

INTERNATIONAL AMBIANCE, COM-
FORT, at Passages Inn Gettysburg, bed &
breakfast in nearby historic Gettysburg, Pa.
Hosts are international communications spe-
cialist and radio journalist.  On y parle français.
Tel: (717) 334-7010. 
Web site: www.passagesinngettysburg.com 

COSTA del SOL, SPAIN.  Two-bedroom,
two-bath penthouse.  Spectacular
Mediterranean view from every room.  Walk
to beaches, bistros, shops.  Near Malaga
International Airport.  $550/week.
Tel: (703) 998-7727
E-mail: olgeanna@verizon.net

VACATION

PLACE AN AD

AAFSW BOOKFAIR IS FINALLY HERE!  

Mark your calendars! Get a head start on
buying holiday gifts!  BOOKFAIR will be open
Friday, Oct. 12, from 2-5 p.m. for employees,
spouses and escorted guests. It continues
Oct. 15-19 for this same group of people.
During two weekends, Oct. 13-14 and Oct.
20-21, BOOKFAIR  is open to the public from
10 a.m.-4 p.m.  The event takes place in the
Exhibit Hall of the Harry S Truman Building.
Access is through the C Street entrance.
VISA, MASTERCARD and personal checks
accepted.  For questions please contact
AAFSW at aafsw.bookroom@erols.org  or 
Tel: (202) 223 5796.  Details are also
available on www.aafsw.org.  

Proceeds are used to support Foreign
Service student scholarships and 

community projects.




