Foreign Service Road Scholar Program

The Savoy Suites Georgetown, 2505 Wisconsin Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20007

Directions to the Hotel

Air: Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA) is just 15 minutes from the hotel by taxi. In addition to taxis and commercial shuttles, there is bus service to Rosslyn from Dulles International Airport (IAD), about 26 miles from the hotel. There is bus and rail service to the Orange Line at New Carrollton station from Baltimore-Washington International Airport (BWI), about 38 miles away. Transfer to the Red Line at Metro Center and travel to the Woodley Park-Adams Morgan-Zoo station, where you may catch a free hotel shuttle. Please call the hotel at 202-337-9700 to arrange for a pick-up. Be advised that it does not run between 10:00 am and 4:00 pm. 
Bus: Greyhound and Peter Pan Trailways serve DC. Taxis are available from their terminals to the hotel or to Metro.

Train: Taxis are available from Union Station, which is also served by Metro’s Red Line. Travel to the Woodley Park-Adams Morgan-Zoo station, and take the hotel shuttle mentioned above.

Car: Please see accompanying “driving directions” sheet.

Hotel INFORMATION

Hotel check-in and course registration will take place separately in the hotel lobby on Sunday, from 4:30 to 6:00 pm. At registration, you will receive a name tag which identifies you as a hosteller and serves as your meal ticket. Please wear the name tag at all times.

Our classroom will be located on the first level. Our meals will be in the hotel’s restaurant. Buses will pick up directly outside the hotel. For those who drive, parking is available in the hotel garage free of charge. Simply retrieve a parking permit from the front desk. For your convenience, there is a major grocery store as well as a national pharmacy chain 2 blocks from the hotel. The hotel amenities include access to a health club 2 blocks away from the hotel, as well as a bar/lounge area in the hotel.

The program will conclude with lunch on Thursday after the last class, which ends at 12:30 pm. The hotel asks that you check out by 1:00 pm; we suggest doing so during our morning coffee break or right after the wrap-up session. A luggage storage room is available for those preferring to check out earlier and then go to class or lunch.

If you intend to arrive early or stay beyond the 4 nights included in the program, you will need to call the hotel’s reservation desk (202-337-9700) in advance of your visit and ask for Kevin Grell. This hotel stays very busy and it is a good idea to do this as soon as possible. Based on availability, you will be charged a special rate (depending on season) per room per night for a maximum 3-night stay prior to or following the program (total of six nights). The special rate does not include meals. To the extent possible, the hotel will try to keep you in the same room as during the program but this cannot be guaranteed.

Program INFORMATION

Classes/Meals: An information packet with course details will be given out at registration. All classes will be held at the Savoy Suites except for those during the listed field trips. Classes will be in lecture format. Except for our visit to DACOR Bacon House and Tuesday evening, meals will be in the hotel’s restaurant, served buffet-style.

Field Trips: An important and enjoyable component of this Road Scholar experience will be the visits that are scheduled to an embassy and the Foreign Service Institute. We will also have a meal at DACOR Bacon House, the historic home owned by Diplomatic and Consular Officers, Retired. Bus transportation will be provided to these locations. There will be a very modest amount of walking at these sites.

Evening Programs: Sessions are normally arranged for each evening following dinner. These are, of course, optional and we do not mind if you have other plans. On occasion, we will also provide some evening entertainment in the forms of films once classes end for the day.

Clothing: Most of these activities call for only casual attire. You may want to bring something slightly dressier for the visit to the embassy, but this is not required. Please dress comfortably. Little outdoor walking will be required, but you may wish to do some on your own. Remember to bring an umbrella!

Area Points of Interest: The DC area is packed with things to see and do. The Metro system provides access to the Smithsonian and numerous other places of interest. Hotel personnel will gladly provide advice on getting around smoothly and safely while you enjoy the city. During the week, the course schedule does not include large blocks of free time. There will be an afternoon and evening off on Tuesday, when we encourage you to make outside plans, such as theater, cinema, dinner, or spending time with family and friends who may be local. 

Photo Identification: Please remember to bring along a government-issued photo ID, preferably a driver’s license. This is necessary for admission to the Foreign Service Institute and some embassies. Remember to carry it with you on these field trips. Also, because prior clearance is required for admission to federal buildings, we need to supply hostellers’ driver’s license numbers well in advance. 

Booking Your Flight: We recommend making travel arrangements as soon as you can, since airline ticket prices increase the closer you get to your travel date. In addition to checking with the airlines, we recommend such discount sites as www.sidestep.com, www.travelocity.com, www.orbitz.com, www.kayak.com, and www.hotwire.com. Previous groups have used these sites with great satisfaction, and they are perfectly safe to use.

Telephone Numbers

The Savoy Suites: 202-337-9700

AFSA Marketing & Outreach Manager Ásgeir Sigfússon: 202-944-5508
Road Scholar Registration Services: 1-877-426-8056
