
Take Action in Support of the Foreign Service 

Many people ask AFSA what they can do to support and maintain a strong, professional, and adequately 
resourced Foreign Service.  Critical to the success of an institution is having a solid and vocal 
constituency.  While 9 in 10 Americans support U.S. global leadership, they may not be aware of the 
role members of the Foreign Service play in this -- protecting and promoting America’s people, interests 
and values, operating above the partisan fray and always in our national interest.  We need your help in 
raising that awareness.  Here’s how:   

Be Vocal in Your Social Networks.   
If you read articles about the state of the State Department or the work of our diplomats overseas, 
share it with your social networks.  Follow the American Foreign Service Association and/or the 
American Academy of Diplomacy and share or re-tweet their content. 

Send a letter to the editor of your local paper.   
Writing to your local paper reminds both the editors, but members of your community about the 
importance of diplomacy and the role of the Foreign Service in maintaining U.S. global leadership. 

Write to your Member of Congress.   
Ensure your representatives know that you care about a strong professional and adequately resourced 
Foreign Service.  If you would like to deepen your knowledge of the Foreign Service, please consider 
becoming an Associate Member of AFSA, which subscribes you to the very popular Daily Media Digest 
and the award-winning Foreign Service Journal. In addition, AFSA’s strategic partners, such as  the U.S. 
Global Leadership Coalition offer fact sheets on the United States International Affairs budget, and how 
diplomacy, development, and defense work together to advance American interests around the world.    

Recognize Foreign Service Day on the First Friday of May.   
As a nation we proudly and humbly honor the service and sacrifice of the members of our military.  
Members of the Foreign Service also serve their country, often in very difficult situations.  Recognizing 
Foreign Service Day through a letter to the Editor, a post on social media, or writing to your 
representatives in Congress is a good way to raise awareness and commemorate their service.  Consider 
other ways to honor the service of Diplomats such as offering a prayer for members of the Foreign 
Service in your house of worship who are often working behind the scenes on international events in the 
news or on deeply difficult and heart-breaking humanitarian relief efforts.   

Join Internationally-minded community organizations.   
Many communities have local organizations with an international focus.  This many include World 
Affairs Council, Global Ties, United Nations Associations, and Sister Cities International.  Join them! 

Host a speaker.   
Whether you belong to a book group, a religious community, a campus organization, or another social 
or professional group, consider hosting a speaker on international issues.  AFSA has a Speaker’s Bureau 
which can connect you with an active or retired member of the Foreign Service in your community, and  
there are Foreign Service Retiree Associations in many communities that have members willing to speak. 
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Stay Informed.  There are many ways to stay informed on international issues and the work of our 

diplomatic corps: 

• Take a class.  If you’re currently in school take a class on international relations to learn about 
diplomacy.  If you’re no longer in school, look at opportunities for continuing education.  There 
are many retired members of the Foreign Service who teach course through life-long learning 
programs such as Road Scholar, Encore or OLLI.

• Attend a presentation.  Many community organizations or even your local library offer programs 
or speakers on international issues.

• Read internationally focused magazines and journals.  There are plenty of print and online 
resources available both subscription-based and free.  Content focusing directly on the work of 
the State Department and the Foreign Service can be found in the Foreign Service Journal as well 
as the online publication State Magazine.

• Look at the Department of State by State which outlines the benefit members of the Foreign 
Service bring to your state. 

Volunteer to host someone from overseas – Some community groups such as Sister Cities 

International or Global Ties facilitate international educational exchange programs and are looking for 
volunteers to hosts students in their homes.  Global Ties works with the International Visitor Leadership 
Program, the State Department’s professional exchange program, which brings emerging foreign leaders 
for short educational and professional exchange opportunities in the United States.  

Promote Diplomacy and International Relations in schools – Many schools have an International 

Night to focus on different customs or cultures or a Model UN.  These are great opportunities to expand 
on the role of diplomats and international affairs by bringing in speakers or including recent case studies 
into curricula.  The United States Diplomacy Center offers a host of information including class materials, 
teacher’s guides, and even simulation exercises. 

Be an active and vocal consumer of State resources.  Whenever Americans travel overseas, 

whether for vacation, a mission trip, or even an overseas adoption, they use and leverage the work of 
the Foreign Service.  In the simplest form this is through passports and visas, but also through travel 
warnings and in the worst case scenario, in case of an emergency.  When planning a trip overseas, use 
the resources provided by the State Department and encourage friends to do the same.   

Look behind the story and ask friends to do the same.  When you hear about an international 

situation, consider the actors behind the story.  They are very often members of the Foreign Service 
working on behalf of our country.  The deadly Ebola epidemic serves as an important example of this.  
How was it able to be contained and stopped from hitting U.S. shores and other countries around the 
world?  What relationships were in place to create such collaboration and cooperation?  Much of this is 
the work of the unseen actors of the Foreign Service.  
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